SOURCES OF POETIC INSPIRATION AND VISION
quality in the rhythm, as prominently in Virgil's
line, often in the very building and constantly
in the intonation and the association of the
sounds which meet in the line and find themselves
linked together by a sort of inevitable felicity.
There is also an inspired selection or an
unusual bringing together of words which has the
power to force a deeper sense on the mind as in
Virgil's
Sum lacrimae rerum.
One can note that this line if translated straight into
English would sound awkward and clumsy as would
many of the finest lines in Rig Veda; that is precisely
because they are new and felicitous turns in the
original language, discoveries of an unexpected and
absolute phrase; they defy translation. If you note
the combination of words and sounds in Shakes-
peare's line
And in this harsh world draw thy breath in pain
so arranged as to force on the mind and still more
on the subtle nerves and sense the utter absoluteness
of the difficulty and pain of living for the soul that
has awakened to the misery of the world, you can
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